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        National Small Business Week Virtual Summit Set For April 30-May 1

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/15/2024 10:15am


    
      
              As part of the National Small Business Week (NSBW), the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and SCORE will co-host the NSBW Virtual Summit that includes a variety of educational webinars, exhibit booths, free business resources, multiple peer-to-peer networking rooms and expert business advice...
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        Garrett County Job Fair Set for May 1st

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/16/2024 12:14am


    
      
              The 32nd annual Garrett County Job Fair will be held Wednesday, May 1, 2024, from 1 - 6 PM at the Garrett County Fairgrounds Ag Center. Designed to connect employers with job seekers, the job fair is open to the entire Garrett County community, including college and high school students, entry-level...
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        Dr. McCartney Awarded 4-Year Contract as Superintendent

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/11/2024 12:39pm


    
      
              The “interim” tag has officially been removed from Dr. Brenda McCartney’s role as superintendent, pending state approval. During the Feb. 28, 2024, special work session of the Garrett County Board of Education (GCBOE), the Board voted to award Dr. McCartney, Garrett County Public Schools (GCPS)...
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                [image: The Board of Directors for Reflection House gathered to celebrate signing their lease with Highland Park Dairy, LLC as their official location at 40 Dennett Road in Oakland. A grand opening will occur later this year after construction is finished. Commemorating this milestone are, from left, Barbara Friend, Vice President; Seth Anne Snider; Jan Russell, Treasurer; Vicki Thayer; Jaimie Bell, President; Tom Dabney; Suzette Merrick, Secretary and representative for Highland Park; and Ruth Beitzel.]




          

  
      


  
          
        Reflection House Finds a Home

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/11/2024 12:40pm


    
      
              The Board of Directors for Reflection House had cause for celebration last Thursday after they signed the lease to open the first recovery residence for Garrett County. When Reflection House opens, it will mark a milestone for Western Maryland in that it will be the first facility of its kind west...
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        Appalachian Farm and Food Alliance Seeking Board of Director Members

      

    
                        Last Updated 3/5/2024 1:31pm


    
      
              The newly formed non-profit organization Appalachian Farm and Food Alliance (AFFA) is seeking individuals to serve on the Board of Directors. The purpose of the AFFA is to facilitate collaboration between agricultural and food system service providers to educate the public and provide solutions for...
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          [image: Business Spotlight Oakland Mercantile  GIFTS, SOUVENIRS, BATH & BODY PRODUCTS, CANDLES, HONEY, ARTISAN WARES, UNIQUE ITEMS.   A Downtown Oakland experience is waiting for you.  Come see us today!]
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    Business Bear Podcast: Episode 12 Breaking It Down w/Connor Norman
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            Garrett County is the westernmost county in Maryland, Garrett County offering a central location to many major markets, an interstate, available community-owned business parks, one of Maryland’s best K-12 school systems, a variety of housing options, and an excellent workforce. 
Work in Garrett County
The Department of Business Development works to attract, retain, and expand businesses to our area. Our workforce, location, and affordable community-owned business parks have attracted some of the best business that Maryland has to offer. We’re an attractive location for manufacturing, distribution, back office, call center, energy, agricultural, and recreation firms.
Learn in Garrett County
Our public schools consistently rank as one of Maryland’s best. The STEM curriculum, within both our public schools and Garrett College, prepares graduates for career achievement and skilled local jobs. We provide an opportunity to all students to achieve higher education. The Garrett County Commissioners Scholarship Program makes post-secondary education within reach of area high school students and their families. Yet educational efforts do not end there, Garrett College actively seeks private employers to partner with to provide enhanced job skills for area workers.
Play in Garrett County
With 90,000 acres of parks, trails, and lakeside amenities, Garrett County has many entertainment options. We offer year-round recreation from ski slopes to lake shores, as well as many public spaces to swim, ski, golf, and relax. Our county festivals, farmers’ markets, and cultural celebrations provide year-round enjoyment.
In Garrett County, we continue to define what it means to live, work, and play. We invite you to see what we have to offer. Please call us at 301-334-1921 or email us at [email protected].
Interested in Garrett County's current economic development priorities?  Please click on the link below:

  
  
  
    Document
                  2023 - 2027 Economic Development Strategic Plan
  (3.56 MB)
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            MEDA Chesapeake Basic Economic Development Course

            
              Date: July 22 - July 27
                          


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Registration link:  2024 MEDA Chesapeake Basic Economic Development Course – Maryland Economic Development Association (MEDA) (medamd.com)
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            Free Job Seeker Workshop: Interviewing Techniques

            
              Date: March 20
              10:00am            


                          Location: Virtual 

                                        Register by emailing:  cassandra.baker@maryland.gov 

  

 Western Maryland American Job Centers offer FREE online, virtual workshops. Registration is required in advance. Please follow the registration directions and include  in your communications, your name, phone number and the title of the workshop for which you plan to participate. Facilitators may ask for additional proof of identification, upon registration.

  

 Learn employers’ tips about successful interviews.
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            Free SBDC Webinar: Five Proven Tips to Elevate Your Networking Game

            
              Date: March 20
              11:00am            


                          Location: Virtual

                                        Registration link:  marylandsbdc.org/training//webinars/webinar-03-20-24-five-proven-tips-to-elevate-your-networking-game

  

 In this power-packed session, we'll delve into:
 
 

 What You'll Learn:
   - Crafting the Perfect Elevator Pitch: Learn how to articulate your value proposition concisely and compellingly that leaves a lasting impression.
   - Strategic Follow-Up Techniques: Uncover the art of the follow-up, turning initial connections into long-lasting relationships.
   - Navigating Virtual Spaces: Master the art of networking in the digital age - from virtual events to online platforms.
   - Building a Robust Network: Understand the key strategies to expand your professional network strategically and authentically.
   - Overcoming Networking Anxiety: Gain practical tips to confidently navigate social interactions, even if you're an introvert.
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            Free Expungement Clinic

            
              Date: March 20
              11:00am            


                          Location: Mtn. Haven Wellness & Recovery Center, 535 Main Street, Deer Park, MD 21550

                                        Free Expungement Clinic - brought to you by Maryland Legal Aid. 

  Attendees can receive free assistance from Maryland Legal Aid attorneys to expunge their criminal records.

  To register, contact Michael Stevens at mstevens@mdlab.org or 240-979-0640. Registration is not mandatory.
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            MD Innovation Center's Pitch & Mingle: The Lucky Pitch

            
              Date: March 20
              5:00pm            


                          Location: Maryland Innovation Center (MIC)

                                        Registration link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pitch-and-mingle-series-the-lucky-pitch-tickets-820151223387?aff=oddtdtcreator

  

 Cost: $20 - $35

  

 Join the Maryland Innovation Center for our pitch competition featuring entrepreneurs and startup companies in the community. $7,000 in prizes  will be awarded!

   

  Spirited in atmosphere and in food and drink offerings, Pitch and Mingle is the perfect opportunity to stir up your social network, mingling with fellow attendees over light fare  and libations. Come support the community's entrepreneurs, participate in the selection process, and make connections at the MIC.

   

  So how does it work? 5 startups are selected to present a 4-minute pitch. This is followed by 4 minutes of Q&A from the panel of judges and audience. At the end, our judges will come  together and select the top 3 companies! These winners will receive cash prizes with first place receiving $3,000! In addition, there will be a "Crowd Favorite" award which is selected by the audience.

   

  Registration for this event is required. Food and drink are included.

   

  Interested in presenting? Apply here today: https://www.mdinnovationcenter.com/lucky-pitch-application/
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    New Podcast Episode

    Business Bear Podcast: Episode 13 MD Dept. of Commerce w/Andrew Sargent
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    2024 Garrett County Child Care Demographics

    Now available online.
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    March 13, 2024 Business Spotlight

    Oakland Mercantile 
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    March 11, 2024 Business Spotlight

    Tiny Corner Bike Shop 
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    New Podcast Episode

    Business Bear Podcast: Episode 12 Breaking It Down w/Connor Norman
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          1.8%

          Unemployment

          November 2023 (Preliminary)

        

              
          28,579

          Population

          persons 1/

        

              
          52,923

          Per capita personal income
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